THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

object they have succeeded. Actually, they have
brought down some enemy bombers. An Air Min-
istry communiqui of June 23 announced that two
bombers had been destroyed by the balloon barrage
on a recent night. A communique of July 22 stated that
it was now established that an enemy aircraft struck
a balloon cable in a recent night raid and was de-
stroyed. A similar success was announced in a com-
muniqud of September 13, and three further instances
of the destruction of enemy aircraft by collision with
balloon cables were announced on September 17
and 29 and October 13. Barrage balloon cables have
brought disaster to our own aircraft more than once.
An Admiralty communiqut of December 12, 1939,
stated that an aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm collided
with a balloon cable near Southampton and
crashed, the crew of four being killed. One of our
bombers collided with a balloon cable in the night of
June 5, 1940, on the north-east coast; as a result two
civilians were killed and three injured, and one of
the crew was killed also.
German Boasts and the Facts
It is evident that the German balloon barrages
must have been far from fulfilling the expectations
formed of them before the war. In February, 1939,
it was announced that Berlin and other cities would
soon be protected by balloons which were capable of
reaching a height of six miles, and great hopes were
reposed on the aerial 'minefields* by which all the
larger towns were to be protected.1 Indeed, the anti-
1 The Times, February 23, 1939.
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